Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.089; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.4.
The title compound, [ZnCl 2 (C 12 H 8 N 4 S)] n , was obtained by crystallization of 2,5-di-4-pyridyl-1,3,4-thiadiazole with ZnCl 2 in an MeOH/CHCl 3 solvent system. The structure contains infinite chains of ZnCl 2 units connected by the bifunctional thiadiazole ligands, with Zn II adopting a distorted tetrahedral coordination geometry. The dihedral angle between the two pyridyl rings in each ligand is 34.3 (1) , and the dihedral angles between the thiadiazole ring and the two pyridyl rings are 18.3 (2) and 16.1 (2) . The shortest ZnÁ Á ÁZn distance within each polymeric chain is 11.862 (3) Å , while the shortest interchain ZnÁ Á ÁZn distance is 7.057 (3) Å .
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Experimental
Crystal data [ZnCl 2 (C 12 (Moulton & Zaworotko, 2001 , Xiong et al., 2001 , Inoue et al., 1996 . Therefore, the discovery and rational design of such coordination polymers is an important and very active topic. One useful strategy for the discovery of novel coordination polymers has been the use of various spacer ligands as the building block (Du et al., 2003 , Chen et al., 2007 . So far, a wide range of infinite frameworks have already been generated with simple 4,4'-bipyridyl-based ligands (Maekawam et al., 2000 , Fujita, 1998 .
As previously reported , Huang et al., 2004 , oxadiazole-containing ligands can take versatile bonding modes (it can act as mono-, bi-, tri-and even tetradentate ligand) and the structural geometries of the ligands (Dong, Ma, Huang, Guo et al., 2003) . The two pyridyl ring groups in each ligand are not coplanar, and the dihedral angle between them is 34.3 (1) °. The dihedral angles between the thiadiazole ring and the two pyridyl ring groups in each ligand are 18.3 (2) °a nd 16.1 (2) °. The intrachain Zn···Zn distance is 11.862 (3) Å, while the shortest interchain Zn···Zn distance is 7.057 (3) Å.
In the crystal, the 1-D zigzag chains stack along crystallographic β axis. In the ac plane (Fig. 2) , neighboring chains are arranged in opposite directions, and are stacked either in a shoulder-to-shoulder or a staggered fashion. 
